
Total Client Visits/Phone Calls, etc. 725 

Clients that chose “Life” 99% 

Pregnancy Tests Performed 60 

Ultrasounds Given 45 

Baby/Maternity Supplies 170 

Classes (EWYL, Dads 4 Dads, Childbirth, Post Abortion Recovery) 350 

Professional Counseling 42 
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Mission Statement 

 

Life Network of Southern Illinois is a  
Christ-centered ministry committed to  
upholding the sanctity of human life. 

618.939.4224 Office 

              618.939.3626 Fax 

              www.MyLifeNet.org 

              http://supportmylifenet.com 

              Facebook.com/lifenetworkofsoill 

 
 

From the Executive Director, Debbie Geist 
Recently, Michelle Williams made an acceptance speech at the 
Golden Globes to advocate for abortion and a woman’s “right 
to choose”.  In part, she credited abortion for her award.  Here 
is a small excerpt from her speech: 
 

“Things can happen to our bodies that are not our choice…. 
I’ve tried my very best to live a life of my own making, and 
not just a series of events that happened to me, but one that 
I could stand back and look at and recognize my handwriting 
all over – sometimes messy and scrawling, sometimes careful 
and precise, but one that I had carved with my own hand.  
And I wouldn’t have been able to do this without employing 
a woman’s right to choose: to choose WHEN to have my 
children, and with WHOM………” 
 

While I did not personally watch the speech, I know that 
many, on both sides of the pro-life movement, responded in 
different ways.  Hollywood praised her for her boldness with 
rousing applause and called her an “icon” in women’s rights 
while those in the pro-life movement responded with sadness 
and disbelief.  For those of us that fight day in and day out to 
make sure that every baby and mom have a voice – her 
speech was heartbreaking.   While never mentioning the word 
“abortion” (which I find ironic), I’m saddened that Williams 
believes that without “her right to choose” she would have 
never won a trophy or that her dreams could never be 
fulfilled.  That somehow her Golden Globe was worth more 
than the life of her child.  She made a “choice” and believes 
she was rewarded for it.    

I wonder how many times she has talked with someone that 
made that same decision, whether by choice or coercion, and  
now lives with turmoil and regret.  It’s easy to stand in front of  
your peers and talk about “your right to choose” but not many  

 

 
 

want to discuss the heartache and confusion that sometimes 
follows.  While I don’t know the circumstances surrounding 
Williams decision, I do know that she seems to have a 
distorted view of “success” and how to achieve it.  
Unfortunately, she believed that she had to choose between 
success and her child. 
 

I’m equally saddened that Williams carries the heavy burden 
of believing that SHE is in total control of her destiny – “one 
that she carved with her own hand”.  The weight of that kind 
of thinking is paralyzing and the pressure must be 
overwhelming.  If God’s grace is denied and His sovereignty 
never acknowledged, we will live our lives in complete and 
utter fear – with no hope and always wondering if “we did 
enough” or if “we were good enough”.  Without God, without 
Jesus, without the Gospel, and without grace, the issue of 
abortion will never make sense to people like Williams.  
 

I have said many times that abortion is a heart issue.  The 
heart struggles with control. The heart struggles with pride.  
We know that the key to the success of this pro-life battle is 
Jesus.  What hearts really need is the hope that they are not 
alone and the assurance that they don’t have to carry the 
weight of the world on their shoulders.  When someone is in a 
crisis pregnancy and faced with the painstaking decision 
regarding the life of their child, they 
need truth, encouragement and life-

altering education. That’s why it’s 
imperative that we never stop fighting 
and advocating for the unborn.   My 
prayer is that Michelle Williams, and 
others like her, will someday have a 
heart change and realize real freedom 
comes from surrender, not choice.   



Client Story… 

     Allison Kirkpatrick, Director of Client Services 
 

Two women walk into the center within the same week. They 
share many similarities. Both women are facing an unexpected 
pregnancy and are only five weeks along. They have children 
and know what it means to be a mother. Both women are 
similar in age, educational level, and ethnicity. As they sit 
across the room and begin to share their story, both women 
reveal they are considering abortion because they don’t see 
how another child will fit into their lives, given their 
circumstances. However, these women differ in one major 
way. With one, the father of the baby views the child as an 
unexpected gift. Even though the couple has recently ended 
their relationship, this man realizes the baby is a blessing and 
has promised to support the woman in any way possible. In 
the other situation, the father of the baby is pressuring the 
woman to end the pregnancy and has turned away from her. 
She feels alone and fearful. 
 

From the day a baby is conceived, the father is a powerful 
influence in that baby’s life. At first, a mother’s relationship 
with the father can affect her decision to choose life for her 
baby. Long term, a father’s presence in his child’s life can 
positively or negatively affect his child’s development on many 
levels. Studies show a child’s relationship with the father 
impacts infant mortality, success in school, substance abuse, 
risky behavior, poverty, and behavioral issues.  
 

In an effort to provide every child with abundant life, Life 
Network offers our male clients the DADS4DADS program. 
Clients can meet with a male mentor, who can provide 
support and guidance to 
young dads. In addition to 
learning practical skills, our 
clients can gain knowledge 
and develop healthy attitudes 
towards parenting. It is our 
hope that our mentors can 
lead these men on their 
journey to becoming fathers 
who provide their children 
with the love and care they 
need to thrive.  

 
 

Diapers:  sizes 1 & 5 

(Pampers & Huggies) 
 

 

Little Swimmers  
(all sizes) 

 

Breastmilk Storage Bags 
 

Cloth Nursing Pads 

Flushable Wipes 
 

Pedialyte 
 

Aveeno Lotion 
 

 
 

Sunscreen 
 

Onesies & Sleepers 

(Girl & Boy) 
Size NB-6 months 

 
 

Baby Wash 
 

Infant Feeding  
Spoons & Bowls 

 

WalMart Gift Cards 

(used for specialized formula) 

Center Needs 

Gifts have been received 
 

In Honor of 
Blessed Mother’s Birthday, Mary Jones’ Birthday, Charlotte Romano, St. Gerard Majela - Patron of 

Motherhood and Expectant Mothers, Connor Sbrocco, Brooke Supancic and Jim Williams 

 

Keynote Speaker: 
   

Dr. William Lile 
Speaker and Founder of Prolifedoc.org 

 
 

We hope you will make plans to spend this 
special evening with us!  For more information on this 

exciting event, please call our office 
at 618.939.4224 or email dgeist@htc.net. 

 

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED 
 

Location: The Falls Banquet Center 
300 Admiral Weinel Blvd * Columbia IL 

 

THURSDAY, FULL 
FRIDAY, March 27th - AVAILABLE 

  Life Network of  Southern Illinois 
  2020 Annual Fundraising Banquet 



2020 BABY BOTTLE CAMPAIGN TOTAL-TO-DATE 

$6,603.47 

It’s not too late to fill a bottle!!  
Contact us or stop by one of our offices! 

2019 WALK * RUN * RIDE - $15,000 RAISED 

UPDATES… 

TRIVIA 2020 * $7,000 RAISED * OVER 400 ATTENDED 



MEET OUR BOARD 

                                   Paul Freed                                Konrad Kloos                         Shanna Witges, FNP-C 

                          Board Member                          Board Member                             Board Member 

Life Network is extremely blessed to have an extraordinary Board of Directors.  They are a vital part of the success of 
our ministry.  Serving as a board member is highly unique, both in the work that’s required, the mission that’s 
accomplished and the reward that’s received.  They are an extremely gifted group of volunteers that serve as 
advisors, visionaries, policy makers and advocates for Life Network.  The expertise, encouragement and guidance that 
they bring to this ministry is undeniable. 
 

We want to thank them for their service and dedication to the mission of Life Network and for their continued 
contribution to the pro-life cause.   

   Pastor Matt Heck                           Paul Gilliam                      Jennifer Becker-Roscow                    Andrew Wetzler 

        Board Chair                            Board Vice Chair                         Board Secretary                           Board Treasurer  

MEDICAL UPDATE 
 

During the first week of January, Jim Scheffler BS, 
RDMS, from eSaote returned to complete our nurses 
training on the new ultrasound machines. The week 
was spent scanning women who were either 
very early in their pregnancies or well into their 
second trimesters. Jim was able to instruct our 
nurses in techniques to obtain vivid images of 
babies just six to ten weeks in gestation as well 
as amazing 3D images of babies anywhere from 
15 weeks up to 26 weeks gestation.   
 

Given the fact that in Illinois women can now 
abort any time throughout their pregnancy, it is 
our hope to utilize the 3D image to show 
abortion-minded women, realistic pictures of 
their babies in utero that will enable them to connect 
with that new life in a way that was not previously 
possible.  We also have the capability to offer crisper 

images of babies at just six (6) weeks gestation that 
include seeing the beating heart which is essential 
when educating them on the uniqueness of their child.  

We know that seeing these images can make a 
huge difference to a woman in crisis.   
 

With the training completed and two (2) 
nurses on staff, we are now able to offer 
ultrasound services at both the Waterloo and 
Red Bud centers .  

The fingers and toes and beating hearts 
that we can see on an unborn child’s 

ultrasound come with something that we 
cannot see:  a soul. 
~ George W. Bush ~  



WE HAVE BEEN ABUNDANTLY BLESSED… 

Our Babies 

Kentley 

Jaxson 

Henry 

Kora 

Chelsea 

Gavin 

Taylen 

Keaton 

Huntlee 

Maverick N 

Octavius 

Landry 

Hazel 
Daisy 

Addison 

Kaden 

Evelyn 

Abram 

Lydia 

Braxton 

Julia 

Preslei 

Zaiden 

Maverick 

RoseMarie 

Averi 
Baeddix 

Levi 
Yut 
Arya 

Stella 

Abigail 

 

Life Network is 100% donor funded. Thank you!!! 

Gifts have been received 
 

In Memory of  
 

Vernon Nolte, Shirley Richter and Billie Jean Taylor 



Board of Directors 

Pastor Matt Heck, Chairperson 

Paul Gilliam, Vice Chairperson 

Jennifer Roscow, Secretary 

Andrew Wetzler, Treasurer 

Paul Freed 

Konrad Kloos 

Shanna Witges, FNP-C 
 

Medical Director 

Joe Cangas, M.D. 
 

Ministry Staff 

Debbie Geist 
Executive Director 

—— --———————————  

 

Allison Kirkpatrick 

Director of Client Services 
—————————————— 

Julie Stuart, RN 

Nurse Manager 
——————————————— 

Michelle Schweiger, RN 

Satellite Manager, Red Bud 
——————————————— 

 

Georgia Hutchinson 

Financial Administrative Assistant 

722 N. Market St. 
Waterloo IL 62298 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 Member of SAVE THE DATES: 
 

  * ANNUAL SPRING BANQUET 

       March 26 & 27, 2020 

       RESERVATIONS REQUIRED 

       See Details Inside          

  * 40 DAYS FOR LIFE PRAYER 
     JOIN US 

       WEDNESDAY, 03.11.2020 

        2:00 - 3:00 PM 

        Across the street from 

        Planned Parenthood in  
        Fairview Heights  
 

   * 2020 WALK * RUN * RIDE 

       SATURDAY, 09.19.2020 

 PARTNER WITH US 

PRAYER: 
 Please keep our clients, volunteers, donors, Board of Directors  and 

staff in your prayers as we navigate the new laws in Illinois. 
DONATE: 
 Website  -  http://supportmylifenet.com 

 Mail, Call or Come Into the Office  -  We accept credit cards, checks and 
cash 

VOLUNTEER: 
 Contact Allison at 618.939.4224 or akirkpatrick@htc.net 

/lifenetworkofsoill LifeNetworkSouthernIL 


