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From the Executive Director,
Debbie Geist
In recent months, we have seen a flurry of breaking
news and information about abortion laws around
the country. Some of them encouraging like the
ones in Kentucky, Georgia, Alabama and Missouri,
while others heartbreaking such as the recent SB25
that was passed and signed into law on June,12,
2019 by our own governor in the state of Illinois.
Without going into a lot detail, I want to give you a
brief summary of what the Illinois Reproductive
Health Act (SB25) entails.

•

Creates a fundamental right to abortion,
removing all restrictions and limitations on lateterm abortions, allowing abortion for any reason,
throughout the full nine months.

•

Removes conscience protections from pro-life
doctors, nurses and hospitals who refuse to
participate in abortions.

•

Allows for non-physicians to do surgical
abortions, including, but not limited to, nurse
practitioners, physician’s assistants or a person
acting under the supervision of one of the above.

•

Mandates that all private insurance plans cover
abortions, with no exception for churches,
religious organizations or pro-life groups.

•

Removes the rights of an unborn child who can
survive outside the womb or is on the verge of
birth, undermining legal justification for the crime
of murder of an unborn child.

•

Removes the licensing requirements for abortion
clinics, removes penalties for performing an
abortion procedure on a woman who is not
pregnant and lifts the ban on the sale and
experimentation of an unborn baby.

•

Eliminates requirement to publicly report abortion
statistics, such as repeat abortions, out-of-state
women receiving abortions and number of
abortions performed on underage girls.

Mission Statement
Life Network of Southern Illinois is a
Christ-centered ministry committed to
upholding the sanctity of human life.

•

Paves the way to completely repeal the Illinois
Parental Notification Act, which mandates no
abortion can be performed on a minor child
(17 years or younger) until that child’s parent,
grandparent or legal guardian has been notified.

There is no doubt the number of women seeking
abortions in Illinois will increase because of this
radical bill. We also know that attacks on pro-life
centers and organizations like Life Network will
continue, but we refuse to be discouraged! We have
already seen an increase in prayer and financial
support by you – our faithful donors and we are
eternally grateful for your support. We are also
confident, that with both our Waterloo and Red Bud
facilities now open, God will give us the opportunity
to minister to many more clients as we share the
message of hope and create a culture of LIFE in our
community and beyond!
Giving up is not an option for Life Network because
we know that all life is priceless. We are committed
to be a voice for the unborn and their parents no
matter what obstacle we encounter. Serving God in
this ministry is a privilege and one that none of us
take for granted.
We are grateful for every
opportunity given and know that God is our ultimate
sustainer!

618.939.4224 Office
618.939.3626 Fax
www.MyLifeNet.org
http://supportmylifenet.com
Facebook.com/lifenetworkofsoill

Client Story…
Allison Kirkpatrick, Director of Client Services
As I sat across from a young woman, I was struck by her
complete vulnerability as she shared her brokenness and
regret with me. She had made mistakes she felt might be
unforgivable and damaged relationships she feared
might be unrepairable. On the surface, she has
requested parenting classes so she can earn baby
supplies that are desperately needed. It quickly becomes
obvious that she needs so much more.
She is not the first and won’t be the last. Many of the
women and men coming through our doors now are
searching for healing and truth. Others have shared that
they feel unworthy of God’s forgiveness. God, however,
does not reveal someone’s brokenness without
providing the opportunity to share with them the
restorative power of His mercy and love. We began to
talk about that mercy- how it is not earned but born out
of God’s love for us. When I told her she was God’s child,
that her sin was no greater than mine, and that we only
need to seek Him and accept Him, tears began to roll
down her cheeks. I pray that a small seed was planted.
As the needs of our clients and the society they
encounter change, we are making every attempt to
provide a wholistic approach to ministering to these
women and men. Whether they are contemplating
abortion,
anxious
about becoming
a
new
parent,
suffering from past
abuse, or dealing
with the pain of a
past abortion, it is
our hope to provide
support, truth, and
comfort in their time
of
need
and
eventually lead them
closer to the God
who is the ultimate
healer.

2019 SPRING BANQUET UPDATE
Bob Reccord was the
keynote speaker at our
2019 Spring banquet, and
I can honestly say that he
is one of the most gifted
and dynamic prolife
speakers I have ever heard. His passion for
“protecting ALL life” is apparent and he delivered his
message with power and gentle grace. Sharing his
own personal story was the highlight of the evening
and our donors are still talking about how God used
“less than ideal circumstances” to transform his life
into a beautiful picture of redemption and grace. We
raised the largest financial support in the history of
our ministry – OVER $205,000.00 – and were blessed
to have over 700 people in attendance. THANK YOU
FOR YOUR GENEROSITY AND PARTNERSHIP! You are a
BLESSING.
MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW
2020 SPRING BANQUET * March 26 & 27
The Falls, Columbia IL

2019 BABY BOTTLE CAMPAIGN
TOTAL-TO-DATE
$22,896.12
Need a bottle to fill?
Contact us or stop by the office today!
THANK YOU!!!!
Center Needs
*Pull-ups Boys 2T-3T
*Stage 2 Baby Food
*Toddler Snacks (Puffs,
Lil Crunchers)
*Toddler Meals
*Items most needed

Gifts have been received
In Honor of
Blessed Mother, Audrey Hoffman, Brendan Michael,
Monroe County Christian School and Ed Stellhorn’s birthday

Diapers-Size 5 & 6
Laundry Detergent
Baby Juice
Walmart Gift Cards
(to be used for formula
and special need items)

WE HAVE BEEN ABUNDANTLY BLESSED…
We are excited to announce that Michelle Schweiger has rejoined the staff of Life Network as
our new Satellite Manger in Red Bud. She has 13 years of managerial experience in the
pregnancy care center field and is a registered nurse. She is also trained in limited ultrasound
procedures which will be a huge benefit in our Red Bud office. We are grateful that God
brought her back to us and we know that she will do a great job! Welcome back Michelle!
Effective August 12, 2019, our Red Bud office will be open on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday
from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Until then, we will be there by appointment only. Please stop by
and congratulate Michelle on her new position.
Our goal at Life Network is to take a “holistic” approach when ministering to clients involved in
a crisis pregnancy. The culture we live in today is difficult and many of our clients are dealing
with emotional scars and wounds that go much deeper than our expertise. We know if there is
emotional baggage, it is difficult to find hope when faced with a life altering decision. Therefore,
we are thrilled to announce that Michelle Tullis, LCPC, joined our staff a few months ago to
offer professional counseling to our clients on an as-needed basis. Her services will be offered
in both locations – Waterloo and Red Bud. Welcome Michelle!

Babies Born
March, 2019 thru July, 2019

Destiny

Felicity Jane

Kylie

Grayson

Kaylee

Kamden Makai

Jackson

Murdock Charles

Raven

Malachi Israel

Life Network is 100% donor funded. Thank you!!!
Gifts have been received
In Memory of

Helen Asselmeier, Greta Kloos Dunn, Marilyn L. Fischer, Otto, Billie Jean Taylor and Bob Wakefield

722 N. Market St.
Waterloo IL 62298
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Board of Directors
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Konrad Kloos, Maintenance
Nancy Cassens
Shanna Witges, FNP-C

PRAYER:
• Please keep our clients, volunteers, donors, Board of Directors and
staff in your prayers as we navigate the new laws in Illinois.
DONATE:
• Website: http://supportmylifenet.com
• Mail, Call or Come Into the Office. We accept credit cards, checks and
cash
VOLUNTEER:
• Contact Allison at 618.939.4224 or akirkpatrick@htc.net
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