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 From the Executive Director, Debbie Geist 
 

As I thought about what I wanted to share with you in this 
article, my mind went in so many different directions.  Like 
you, Life Network is trying to adapt to the “new normal” 
and navigate through difficult and continually changing 
situations as we do our best to adhere to state and local 
guidelines without jeopardizing the well-being and safety 
of our clients.  Unplanned pregnancies have not stopped 
during the COVID-19 pandemic and neither have abortions.  
In fact, chemical abortion pills are increasingly being 
dispensed outside FDA standards in various scenarios, 
including approved trials for abortion 
pills by mail and individuals or groups 
selling them illegally on the internet.   
That is extremely disturbing and only 
strengthens our commitment to meet 
the needs of women, children, and 
families in potential crises with truth, 
compassion, and education.  Even 
though we have had to make a few 
protocol adjustments, we refuse to 
compromise the integrity of this 
ministry. 
 

Amidst temperature checks, frequent cleaning, masks and 
screening clients for potential virus symptoms, God 
continues to do amazing things at Life Network.  Over the 
last many months, we have seen a significant increase in 
abortion-vulnerable clients as well as those in need of 
material assistance due to loss of jobs, etc. The fear of the 
future for these clients is very real so of course, an 
unplanned pregnancy only adds to their uncertainty.  We 
have no magic formula to offer these clients when they 
come to us in crises.  What we do have is an ear to listen, a 
heart of understanding and a voice of encouragement.  
With Gods’ guidance, we do our best to help them see past 
their current circumstances and give them hope as they 
make one of the most important decisions of their lives. 
 

As a ministry, perhaps the most challenging part of 2020 so 
far has been on the fundraising side.   Not being able to see 
our donors face to face or hold any “in person” events as 
originally planned, has been difficult.  However, we can see 
God’s hand at work in this area as well.   

 

 
When we decided to go virtual with our Walk/Run/Ride 
event this year and have it in June, I can honestly say that I 
went into panic mode!  Creativity is NOT my strong suit, 
but I work with a team of amazing people that will do 
whatever it takes to get the job done.   Even though none 
of us had any experience with this kind of event, we hit the 
ground running and I am pleased to say that it was a huge 
success.  We certainly missed the festivities that 
accompany the in-person event but are grateful to 
everyone that participated. 

 

Another potential hurdle was our Spring 
Banquet that was scheduled for March.  
Because of the recommendations 
surrounding large crowds when the 
pandemic hit, we decided to move the 
event to September.  We were excited 
that the venue and speaker were still 
available, and we began making plans.   
However, that excitement quickly faded 
a few weeks ago when we realized that 
we would have to cancel the event 

entirely for this year. Outside of the fact that the banquet 
is our largest fundraiser, we were extremely disappointed 
that we would not be able to share all the amazing things 
that God is doing at Life Network.  Nonetheless, you our 
donors saw the need and have been abundantly generous 
with your pledges/donations and we thank you from the 
bottom of our hearts.  We are looking forward to 
celebrating with you on March 18th and 19th of 2021! 
 

We are living in uncertain times, but what keeps us going is 
a deep sense of calling and a passion for what we do. Now 
more than ever, we realize what a precious gift life is, and 
we count it a privilege to stand in the gap for those that 
cannot speak for themselves.  These situations can be used 
as setbacks or opportunities and we are choosing the 
latter.   We are choosing to put our hope and trust in our 
creator and remember that this is not our ministry but HIS 
– not our will but HIS.   
 

Romans 8:28 And we know that for those who 
love God all things work together for good, for 
those who are called according to his purpose.  

LifeNetworkSouthernil 



Client Story… 
     Allison Kirkpatrick, Director of Client Services 
 

Pivot is a word that has pervaded our society over the 
past few months. It has been necessary to find 
innovative ways to continue providing essential 
services. It has been an attempt to adapt and adjust to 
the continually changing and chaotic circumstances 
related to COVID-19. 
 

In recent months, there has been an unprecedented 
need to meet our clients where they are and adjust 
our services to provide support to young families. 
Initially, we reached out to our clients by phone and 
supplied needed material items with a back porch 
drop off area. One client drove 45 minutes because 
she could not find diapers in her area. Thanks to the 
generosity of our amazing donors, our shelves were 
never bare. A single mother from the community 
needed emergency supplies because she had not 
worked in over a month. We joined the Zoom 
movement to provide a breastfeeding class to a new 
mother. We continued providing pregnancy testing, 
STI testing, and ultrasounds to those in need. Reaching 
out to our clients by text or phone became a way to let 
them know they were not alone or forgotten. 
 

Life Network also transitioned to a new educational 
curriculum called BrightCourse, which allows lessons 
to be sent to clients by text or email when necessary. 
Looking forward, clients will be able to access 
important information even when they are unable to 
come to the center due to medical or transportation 
issues. Of course, words cannot describe the joy we 
felt when the parents we had been mentoring walked 
back through our doors. Nothing will ever replace the 
experience of ministering to others in person.  
 

Pivot, as a noun, refers to the central point on which 
something turns or depends. For Life Network, our 
pivot has been our Father who has been so faithful to 
provide for this ministry and our clients in every way 
possible.   

 

Keynote Speaker: 
   

Dr. William Lile 
Speaker and Founder of Prolifedoc.org 

 
 

We hope you will make plans to spend this special 
evening with us!  For more information on this 

exciting event, please call our office 
at 618.939.4224 or email dgeist@htc.net. 

 

Location: The Falls Banquet Center 

300 Admiral Weinel Blvd * Columbia IL 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

MARCH 18th & 19th, 2021 

  Life Network of  Southern Illinois 
  2020 Annual Fundraising Banquet 

Gifts have been received in Honor of Betty and Verna, Roger & Carol Hess’ Anniversary,  
Judy, Jillian, All Mothers for Mother’s Day, Brady, Brendan, Noah,  

the Blessed Mother and President Donald J. Trump’s Birthday 
Grant received from The Vogt Family Fund of InFaith Community Foundation 



UPDATES… 
 

2020 VIRTUAL WALK * RUN * RIDE  
$12,000 RAISED *  150 PARTICIPANTS 

Due to our annual Banquet potentially being moved to September, 2020 AND local restrictions regarding large 
gatherings, we opted to go virtual with our annual WALK*RUN*RIDE event this year and have it in June/July.  
We appreciate everyone who participated, supported and sponsored the event.  Thanks to you, we surpassed 
our goal of $5,000 by raising $12,000!!  You are a blessing and we hope you enjoyed the videos and pictures 
posted to our Facebook page.  We loved seeing your enthusiasm! 
 

A special THANK YOU to our Board Chair, Matt Heck and Medical Director, Dr. Joe Cangas for taking part in our 
challenges.  They were good sports! 
 

If you missed the event and would still like one of our “Be Cool, Go Virtual” shirts, it’s not too late!  We have 
a limited supply available for $25.00. 
 

A BIG THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS 
First Baptist Church of Columbia, Lifechurch

X
, Red Bud Industries 

Families riding for babies!!! 

 

Debbie meets 
1st Challenge: 

Hair Gone 
Wild!! 

Friends walking for babies!!! 

 

Pastor Matt 
Heck meets 2nd 
Challenge:  Baby 

Feeding Time! 

Staff having fun videoing intro to 2020 
Go Virtual WALK*RUN*RIDE! 

Babies walking for babies!! 

Dr Joe Cangas 
meets 3rd 
Challenge:  

Baby Cereal 
Bucket!! 



 

Many thanks to Jim and Marilyn Williams.  Marilyn and Jim have 
been Life Network volunteers for many years.  Marilyn does quilting 
and recently took past LifeWalk t-shirts and made a beautiful quilt 
for us to hang in our Board Room.  Jim is a woodworker who made 
the quilt rack.  We are thankful for our volunteers who are so 
dedicated to the ministry!! 

WE HAVE BEEN ABUNDANTLY BLESSED… 
THANK YOU to everyone who has remembered our clients during COVID-19 life.  And to those of you who 
have stepped up and made a donation or pledge for Banquet 2020, THANK YOU!!   
YOU help us make a difference!! 

Waterloo Mayor Tom Smith and Budget Officer Shawn 
Kennedy presented a $1000 check from the Sophia and 
Elmer Oerter Charitable Foundation.  
 

Many thanks to Mayor Smith and Shawn for choosing Life 
Network of Southern Illinois as a recipient for this grant!  
 

Thank you to the Oerter Charitable Foundation for 
supporting our clients! This donation will be used to 
purchase needed items for our clients.  

Judy Hergenroeder, of 1st National Bank of Waterloo, 
presented a donation check for $500 to Life Network.  
Thank you FNB-Waterloo!!! 

2020 BABY BOTTLE CAMPAIGN TOTAL-TO-DATE 
$23,013.02 

Thank you to all of the churches who participated!! 



OUR CLIENTS SHARE... 

Our Babies 

 

Life Network is 100% donor funded. Thank you!!! 

 

Kaidyn 

Amelia 

Arken 

Ethan 

Elijah 

Beckham 

Zander 

Zane 

Peyton Mae 

Logan 

Kenny 

Carter 

Kenzie 

Loraine 

Jenylee 

Zoey 

Hayley 

Brionna 

Aidan 

Charlie Marie 

Andrew 

Riley 

Alice 

Conrad 

Elijah 

Gifts have been received In Memory of  

Grace and Tiffany, Meldora Layton, Mary Carr Sperry, Billie Jean Taylor 
Constance Thomas and Bertha Washausen 

When I found out I was pregnant, I had no one to turn 
to and I didn’t know what to do.  I heard about Life 
Network, so I went there.  Giving my baby up was 
never an option for me and Life Network supported 
me and my decisions.  When they gave me an 
ultrasound and I saw my baby and his heartbeat, I 
knew my life was gonna be different forever. 
Client B  

I walked into Life Network not knowing where to 
turn. I was unmarried, pregnant and under a bit of 
pressure to do the unthinkable though I never even 
considered it before … wouldn’t have in any 
circumstance. 
 

After the initial shock of my twin pregnancy wore off, 
I knew I’d done the right thing turning to Life 
Network.  I received counseling, education & was 
able to get my first ultrasound done and see the 
babies’ heartbeats. 
Client A 

My daughter was in your office today to see you 
guys and I wanted to just thank you for being 
considerate and professional with her.  It’s just 
nice to find somebody out there in the world who 
is nice to people and it made a big difference to 
her.  So thank you very much for being kind to my 
daughter. 
Mother of Client 

I want to thank you guys for being there for me through 
a very difficult time in my life.  Between trying to 
understand why I was given the path I had to walk 
down and trying to heal...you guys were definitely part 
of my backbone.  Life Network clearly saw my 
vulnerable state and felt my pain with me.  They care, 
and they are there for you.  Although my situation was 
not one that they had dealt with before, they handled it 
with love and I am forever thankful for that.   
Client C 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 Member of SAVE THE DATES: 
 

• NATIONAL SANCTITY OF 
HUMAN LIFE SUNDAY 

        January 21, 2021 
 
               

• MARCH FOR LIFE, 2021 
      January 29, 2021 
       Washington DC 
 
• ANNUAL SPRING BANQUET 
       March 18 & 19, 2021 
       RESERVATIONS REQUIRED 

 PARTNER WITH US 
PRAYER: 
• Please keep our clients, volunteers, donors, Board of Directors  and 

staff in your prayers. 
DONATE: 
• Website  -  http://supportmylifenet.com 
• Mail, Call or Come Into the Office  -  We accept credit cards, checks and 

cash 
VOLUNTEER: 
• Contact Allison at 618.939.4224 or akirkpatrick@htc.net 

/lifenetworkofsoill LifeNetworkSouthernIL 


