LIFE NETWORK
of Southern Illinois
A Pregnancy Resource Center

Summer, 2022

From the Executive Director, Debbie Geist
Friday, June 24th started out like any other day at Life
Network. As usual, the staff gathered in the Conference
Room for morning prayer. Fridays are the day we set aside
to pray specifically for our clients, donors and to thank God
for allowing us to be part of such an amazing ministry. As
we sat around the table talking, my phone buzzed with a
message – “IT HAPPENED – ROE HAS BEEN OVERTURNED.”
The emotion I felt at that moment is extremely hard to
describe. Unbelief, excitement, apprehension, joy, and a
small sense of confusion. Pregnancy Resource Centers have
been earnestly praying and quietly doing God’s work for
almost 50 years trying to right the evil of the 1973 Roe v
Wade decision. To finally see it come to fruition was
amazing, but I also had a sense of anxiousness. Since the
leak of the SCOTUS decision in May, legal experts have
warned pregnancy centers of potential attacks against them
if the court overturned the decision and advised us to take
safety precautions that would not only ensure our safety
but the safety of our clients. I wanted to celebrate and
shout from the rooftops, but I also knew there was still
much work to do. The reversal of Roe v Wade did not put an
end to abortion, it just shifted the issue to a different
platform.
Unfortunately, there continues to be considerable confusion
surrounding the mission and vision of pregnancy care
centers like Life Network and recently there has been a
disturbing upsurge in attacks on facilities. Vandalism,
threats, harassment, protests, angry phone calls and cyber
sabotage flooding the internet with negative reviews have
become a new normal for pregnancy care centers. The
“ENEMY” would like nothing more than to discourage and
divert our focus in hopes of shutting us down. Trust me
when I say – that will NOT happen! The opposition
continues to accuse us of being a fake clinic, coercing
pregnant women into having their babies and then doing
nothing to support them or their baby once it is born.
Nothing could be further from the truth!

the following statistics. These facts were provided by over
3,000 pregnancy centers operating across the United States
and taken from a 2016 thru 2020 survey.
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

More than 800,000 lives saved because of women who
were abortion-vulnerable visiting a pregnancy center –
estimated value: PRICELESS
Nearly 500,000 free ultrasounds given – estimated
value: $139 million
Nearly 732,000 free pregnancy tests – estimated value:
$6.5 million
Free parenting and prenatal education – estimated
value: nearly $52 million
Post-abortive support for tens of thousands of clients –
estimated value: $3.2 million
Nearly 1.3 million free packages of diapers given –
estimated value: $13 million
Over 30,000 free car seats and 20,000 strollers –
estimated value: $2.6 million

As you can see, for Life Network it goes much deeper than
just choosing life – our goal has been and always will be to
help every person that walks through our doors understand
that ALL LIFE is precious, has VALUE and that GOD has a
perfect plan for them and their baby. We want to be their
encourager, confidant and provide a safe environment for
them when faced with tough decisions.
So where do we go from here and what will we do now that
Roe has been overturned? My answer is simple – WE DO
MORE! As we see more women seeking answers to a crisis
pregnancy, we will continue to stand in the gap for the
preborn and be that beacon of hope for families. THANK
YOU FOR YOUR UNWAVRING FINANCIAL SUPPORT AND
CONTINUED PRAYERS – LIVES ARE BEING RESTORED!

Here is an example of how pregnancy care centers go above
and beyond when it comes to the care and support of their
clients. Recently the Charlotte Lozier Institute, a 501c3
organization whose goal is to promote deeper public
understanding of the value of human life, motherhood,
fatherhood and to identify policies and practices that will
protect and serve health and family well-being, published
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Client Story…
Michelle Schweiger, RN, Director of Client Services
Transformation is the word that keeps coming to mind as I reflect
on the clients we have seen lately. Sometimes a transformation
takes place quickly; from the time a client enters our doors until the
time they leave, their demeanor can change. Other times the
transformation is a slow one and we can only see a change over
time.
Alyssa (not her real name), walked in alone and sat quietly filling out
paperwork. As we walked down the hall to the counseling room she
smiled and was polite but seemed nervous. When it was explained
that Life Network is a CHRIST-centered ministry, Alyssa shared that
she was not a Christian, but we did have some common ground and
started the conversation there. The goal of the conversation was
not to convert Alyssa, although that would have been great, but to
show her Christ’s love and acceptance while at the same time
encouraging her to make life changes that would bring her closer to
God’s will for her life. As Alyssa was leaving, she said she had come
in afraid that she would feel embarrassed, ashamed, and maybe
judged, but was happy to say she felt none of those things. She
experienced a transformation. In fact, when she filled out the Exit
Response, she wrote “Very kind, genuine staff that made it easy to
feel comfortable (given the circumstances). I had a very pleasant
experience. So thank you.”
We want clients to know that it is through the generous support of
Christian individuals, churches, and businesses that we can provide
services free of charge. We share with them a bit about what it
means to us to be Christian and proceed from there, depending on
the client’s reaction. Some clients will share some of their own
beliefs about God and faith, while others will not. When we first
met Taylor (also not her real name), she came into the center with
her family. She did not have much to say and pretty much let her
family speak for her. When it was explained to her that Life
Network is a CHRIST-centered
ministry, it seemed as if she
was considering walking out.
Taylor said, “Oh we can have an
argument about that!” My reply
was that I would rather not
argue, but if she would like to
discuss her views, I would be
happy to have a conversation
anytime. Thankfully we did not
argue. At the end of the visit,
she made an appointment to
return for an Earn While You
Learn (EWYL) pregnancy care
class and left. Since then, Taylor has attended lessons nearly every
week, sometimes accompanied by a family member, but usually
not. Taylor does not have a car, so she walks to her appointments as
well as to her job in town. We have had some very interesting
conversations – no arguments. We welcome Taylor with a smile at
each visit as we do our best to relay God’s love, mercy, and kindness
while humbly serving as God’s hands and feet. Taylor now smiles
back, engages in the lessons and has begun to share bits and pieces
of her story. A transformation has begun.

MEDICAL UPDATE
Julie Stuart, RN, Nurse Manager
As a donor, you may know Life Network provides
pregnancy testing, Sexually Transmitted Infection
testing and Ultrasounds free of charge to our clients.
You may even know we provide parenting classes and
baby supplies free of charge. Did you know that we
also provide Childbirth and Breastfeeding classes to our
moms-to-be? These two (2) classes are the same
classes available at the hospitals where our clients will
deliver, but ours are free, hospital classes cost – a lot!
Then there’s transportation to the hospital once a week
for the classes. Many of our clients can not afford gas
at the prices they are now so that creates another
burden on them.

Both Michelle Schweiger and I are licensed Registered
Nurses and are also Certified Childbirth Educators. In
addition, I am a Certified Breastfeeding Counselor. For
Life Network to offer these classes Michelle and I
received the required training and certification, in
addition to our nursing licenses. We continue to stay
up-to-date on the latest practices for both classes. We
feel it is important to offer these classes to our clients
because a) they deserve the same opportunities as
other new mothers, b) they deserve to be taught by
well-educated and certified instructors and c) we want
our clients to not just survive childbirth and parenting,
but to thrive as we walk with them through this time in
their lives. This summer alone has proven to be very
busy with Childbirth and Breastfeeding classes as we
have had multiple babies born and some that will be
born soon. Our goal is to prepare our moms for
breastfeeding, delivery and anything that can occur to
give them a good start.
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WE HAVE BEEN ABUNDANTLY BLESSED…
NEEDED

2022 BABY BOTTLE CAMPAIGN

RAISED TO DATE: $22,675.89
If you haven’t received a bottle at your church,
please contact us or stop by one of our offices!

EVERY PENNY
MAKES A
DIFFERENCE.
THANK YOU SO
MUCH FOR YOUR
CONTINUED
SUPPORT!
Please welcome our newest staff member,
Peggy Buettner. Peggy is our Receptionist/
Educator, serving in both the Waterloo and
Red Bud offices. Peggy is valuable member
of the Life Network staff as she ministers to
clients on a daily basis.

Formula - Enfamil (All varieties)
Formula - Similac (All varieties)
Juice * Toddler Meals * Toddler Snacks

Nursing Pads - Disposable & Washable
Pampers Sensitive Wipes
Sleep Sacks
Toothbrushes - Baby
Toothpaste - Non-Flouride
Toothpaste - Children’s Flouride
Walmart Gift Cards (allows us to purchase
specialized formula for clients & other
supplies needed)
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Priscilla
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PARTNER WITH US
Board of Directors
Paul Gilliam, Chairperson
Jack Turner, Vice Chairperson
Jennifer Roscow, Secretary
Andrew Wetzler, Treasurer
Mary Asselmeier, Member
Sheri Wombacher, Member

PRAY:
• Become a Prayer Partner! When staff or clients are in need prayer,
we’ll send you an email. Sign up by emailing nursem@htc.net.
DONATE:
• Website - http://supportmylifenet.com
• Mail, Call or Come Into the Office - We accept credit
cards, checks and cash or use the QR code

Medical Director
Joe Cangas, M.D.

SAVE THE DATES:

Member of

Ministry Staff
Debbie Geist
Executive Director

•

40 DAYS FOR LIFE:
September 28 - November 6

•

LIFE DAY | HEROES FOR LIFE
October 1, 2022
See Details Inside

•

PUMPKINFEST
October 8, 2022

•

SANCTITY OF LIFE SUNDAY
January 22, 2023

•

SPRING BANQUET
April 13, 2023
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